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1. EXCEPT FOR BRIEF FLURRY OF NEWS COVERAGE ON 
OCTOBER 31 -NOVEMBER 1, SINGAPORE MEDIA HAVE LARGELY 
IGNORED ISSUE OF MALACCA STRAITS IN COMMENTING ON 
MOVEMENT OF US NAVY TASK GROUP INTO INDIAN OCEAN LAST 
WEEK. PRESS, RADIO, AND TV NOTED EVENT AS LEAD NEWS 
ITEM BUT, WITH ONE EXCEPTION, EDITORIAL COMMENT AVOIDED 
STRAITS ISSUE AND INSTEAD CONCENTRATED ON SPECULATION 
ABOUT INDIAN OCEAN BECOMING AREA OF FUTURE BIG POWER 
STRUGGLE BETWEEN US AND SOVIETS. 

2. ONLY NEW NATION, AFTERNOON ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAILY, 
ON OCTOBER 31 (REF A) VENTURED TO FEAR THAT US MOVE 
WILL SEE MALACCA STRAITS ISSUE FLICKER INTO RAGING 
CONTROVERSY" AND "JAKARTA AND KUALA LUMPUR CAN 

BE EXPECTED TO STUDY CLOSELY IMPLICATIONS OF AMERICAN 
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NATIONAL WATERWAY." 

3. COMMENT: SPARSENESS OF MEDIA COMMENT CONSISTENT WITH 
GOS POLICY WHICH IS TO AVOID ANY ACTION ON SINGAPORE'S 
PART THAT WOULD STIMULATE CONTROVERSY WITH THEIR 
NEIGHBORS ON STRAITS ISSUE. GOS ATTITUDE REMAINS THAT 
STRAITS SHOULD BE OPEN TO FREE TRANSIT WHICH OF COURSE 
DIFFERS FROM VIEW HELD BY INDONESIA AND MALAYSIA. 
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